Wisdom and Destiny

nothing is truly our own till it faithfully
follow us into the darkness and silence,
why should the thing that has sprung to
life there be less faithful in silence and
darkness? But we will pursue this no
farther, for it leads to a wisdom of over-
much theory. For all that a brilliant ex-
terior destiny is not indispensable, still
should we always regard it as wholly de-
sirable, and pursue it as keenly as though
we valued it highly. It behoves the sage
to knock at the door of every temple of
glory, of every dwelling where happiness,
love, and activity are to be found. And
if his strenuous effort and long expecta-
tion remain unrewarded, if no door fly
open, still may he find, perhaps, in the
mere expectation and effort an equivalent
for all the emotions and light that he
sought. "To act," says Barres, "is to
annex to our thoughts vaster fields of

experience."   It is also, perhaps, to think
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